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I. Their inexpreſſible Hardſhips and Suffering 
are verified from undeniable Facts. 


II. Their Maintenance is evidently 
an intolerable Burthen upon the Public. 
UI. Methods are propoſed for making Beggars, 
Vagrants, and e for uſeful to their 
Country, and pro for the Impotent and 
Difabled. 
IV. A Summary is given of the ſeveral Schemes 
of Judge Hale, Sir Jaſab Child, Mr. Fielding, 
and others, for that Purpoſe. IF 


1 ſubmitted to the VOTERS of 


Parliament. 
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YO 


conſcious of my own Inſufficiency, 


in that Reſpect, to flatter myſelf 
with Hopes of Succeſs, had I the 


Ambition, in this learned and cri- 


: tical Age. My chief Employment 
has always been in Trade, and 


therefore it may eaſily be imagin- 


ed, that I am not Maſter of that 
Elegance of Stile, and Purity of 


Diction, which are the peculiar 
Requiſites in a polite Author, All 
„5 1 that 


N 52 MAT is not altogether my 
-7 Fondneſs to appear in | 


2 2 Public, as a Writer, that 


induced me to ſend this 
ot Tre to the Preſs. I am too 
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iv PREFACE. 
that I pretend to, is plain common 


Senſe ; and if that has enabled me 
to expreſs myſelf intelligibly upon 


the Subject I have undertaken, my 
Ambition, as a 2 is an- 


{wered. 


The Truth is, I never ſhould 


have expoſed my Sentiments to the 


public Cenſure, had not my Eyes 
ſo often affected my Heart, with the 


_ diſmal Objects that occur in our 
Streets, and the miſerable Condi- 
tion of the Poor every 
I could no longer reſtrain my Incli- 
nation to diſcloſe my Thoughts to 


where, that 


my Fellow-Citizens; in Hopes that 


ſome of them, who have more Lei- 


ſure and Ability than. myſelf, may 


be induced, from theſe looſe Hints, 


ſeriouſly to apply themſelves to the 
Cure of an Evil that calls ſo loud- 


ly for Redreſs. 


The City of London has, no 


Doubt, a Power within itſelf, to 


i Diſorders and Irregularities, 
| which 


PREFACE »v 
which no Pariſh, out of its Verge, 


is ſufficiently rie to do. 
And if the Citizens have any Nu- 


ſances or Offences to complain off, 


they need only exact Obedience from 


their ſubordinate Officers, to the 


Orders, Rules, and Laws already 
made; and they will ſoon fee a 


Reformation. 


As to V. eftminſter, and the ſub- 
urbian Pariſhes, where theſe Evils 
reign to a moſt 'enormous Degr 


other Methods muſt be thought of to 


reform Abuſes of ſo ſhameful and 


ſcandalous a Nature. What thoſe 


Methods are, the Reader will find 


ſuggeſted in the following Sheets. 


But as the whole Kingdom is in- 
fected with the ſame epidemical | 
Diſtemper, it ſurely merits the ſe- 


vereſt Inquiſition of the Legiſlature, 

to find out the Cauſe, and their 
Judgment to apply a proper Re- 
medy. 


And . 
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And if any Thing here offered 
ſhall e to rouſe us out of 
our Preſent Lethargy and Supine- 
neſs, or induce our Superiors in ear- 
neſt to wt about this deſirable and 
important Work, I ſhall think my 
Pains well beſtowed. For ſurely 
the Malady is not become fo invete- 
rate, as to admit of no Remedy. 
If it be, we have nothing more to 
do, but to ſet our Poor at large, 
cont let them ramble and ſhift for 
themſelves as well as they can, and 
truſt wholly to the Charity and Be- 
nevolence of well diſpoſed Chriſ- 
tians, as they do in Ireland, Scot- 
land, and many foreign Countries. 
But this would be fuch a precarious 
Subſiſtence, as muſt produce the 
fame bad Effects, as it does where 
we have nothing elſe to depend 
Many of them would periſh 
in their Miſeries, and Property 
would never be from their 
Invahons: For what will not Men 
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PRE FA CE. vi 
do rather than ſtarve, or ſee their 
Families languiſhing ys Hunger, 
and crying Tor Food which they 
have not to give them? Beſides, 
would it not afford the Avaricious, 

who are charitable only by Com- 
pulſion, a fine Opportunity to ex- 
cuſe themſelves from parting with 
their Money againſt their Inclina- 
tions? And ener it not add 
Weight to the Burthen of thoſe 
who are beſt inclined to aſſiſt their 
fellow Creatures in Diſtreſs? To 
this add, the indehble Stain it would 
fix on this Nation, ever renowned 
for Generoſity and Humanity, and 
naturally productive of all the Bleſ- 
ſings of Life, to ſuffer a uſeful Part 
of it its Inhabitants, to periſh with 
Hunger, Cold and Nakedneſs, and 
made to undergo all the Calamities 
poſſible for human Nature to fuſ- 
tain. But I hope better Things, 
and that ſuch a permanent . Foun- 
dation 
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dation will be laid for the future 
Relief and Comfort of our poor 
diſtreſſed Brethren, that no more 
Complaints ſhall be heard in our 


Streets, either for want of Bread or 
Work, 
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FOR THE 


HOEVER takes a ſerious 
View of the Engliſh Conſti- 


tution and Government, and 
the beautiful OEconomy ob- 
| ſerved in its Compoſure, muſt 


_ confeſs, that the whole is fo well contrived 


to give Happineſs and Content to the Peo- 


ple under its Protection, that if it does not 
anſwer the End, it muſt proceed from the 


Fault of thoſe in the Direction. The Pre- 
rogative is not now, as in ſome former 


| Reigns, ſtretched beyond its legal Bounds ; 


Parliaments have their due Courſe, and 
exert their proper Energy in the great Con- 
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2 Engliſb Nation, have erected and endow- 


(2) 


cerns of the Kingdom; the Laws (from 


which the higheſt Subject can plead no 


Exemption, nor is the meaneſt excluded 


from their Protection) are excellent, and the 


Judges exert themſelves with Vigour and 
Spirit in the Diſtribution of Juſtice; every 
Man enjoys the Fruits of his Labour, ſit- 
ting under his own Vine, without Fear or 


Danger from the Hand of Power; and if 


there is any Oppreſſion in the Land, it 


muſt proceed from the Weakneſs and Ina- 


bility of the oppreſſed to do themſelves 


Juſtice, and not from any Defect in the 
Laws, which have Power to redreſs almoſt 


any Grievanee that can be complained of. 
But farther: The Legiflature has been 


always careful to provide for the Main- 


tenance of the Poor, and tg that End has 
obliged every - Pariſh to take Care of its 
own: So that let a Perſon be ever ſo 


 -vretched and miſerable; he has a right to 


Relief from the Place of his Nativity or laſt 
Settlement. But, as it was impoſſible for 
the Sagacity of our Law-givers to foreſee 


the various Caſualties and Calamities to 


which the Poor are liable by their very 
Condition, the Rich and Powerful, the 
Noble and Opulent, have come in Aid of 
the Law, and with a largeneſs of Heart 
ſuitable to their Fortunes, and a Benevo- 
lence and Generofity which charaRerize the 


ed 
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ed Hoſpitals and other Foundations for the 


Reception and Cure for the Sick and 


Maimed, particularly for the Indigent and 
Neceſſitous, who have neither Means nor 
Opportunity of helping themſelves any o- 
ther Way, and conſequently muſt periſh iin 
their Miſery without ſuch an Afiſtance. 

If this be ſo, will ſome ſay, and there is 
ſuch ample Proviſion made fot the Poor in 
all Reſpects, as well for the Relief of their 
Poverty, as to affiſt them in any Caſualties 


that may befal them, what can they defire 


or expect more? The Law is their Protec- 
tion and Defence, and the Rich and Great 
are their Benefactors. Let them then be 
content with their Condition in which Pro- 
vidence has placed them. Let them be 
ſober and diligent in their reſpective Callings, 
and they — not doubt of a Support un- 


der every Exigence or Misfortune chat may 


aullüe! N . 
Whoever reaſons i in this Manner, i will = 
venture to ſay, has ſeen but little of the 


World, or his Obſervations on the various 
Calamities, Viciſſitudes, and Afflictions to 


which Mankind are in general liable, have 
been too curſory and negligent to form a 
right Judgment in the Cale of the helpleſs 
- Poor. And I ſhall endeavour to — it 
appear, that notwithſtanding all the fore- 
going Remedies, there have been, and ſtill 
e, many poor miſerable Wretches lan- 
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the Poor for a Vear or two paſt. 


r " 


0 1 
guithing in the moſt forlorn Condition, or 
loſt for want of a due and timely Care. 


But before I proceed to a full Explination 


of this Matter, give me leave to make ſome 
Reflections on the Hardſhips ſuffered by 


. Whoever has travelled the Country, or 


has read the melancholly Accounts, which 
for two Years paſt arrived at this Metropolis 


from all Parts of the Kingdom, of the in- 


_ exprefſihle Miſeries to which the Poor were 
reduced, thro' a Scarcity of Corn, muſt be 


ſtruck with Horror and Compaſſion. 
What ſort of Conſcience the rich Farmer 


muſt have, who, with full Granaries, could 
ſee, unconcerned, a Number of unhappy 
Creatures at his Door, ſtarving and periſhing 
for Want of Bread, I know not. To feed 
the Hungry, he allowed, was a Precept 
very good, but confined the Practice of it 
to himſelf and his own Family, judging 
that a much more rational Maxim, which 


fays, Charity begins at Home. His Buſineſs 


was to take Advantage of the Times, and 
* to "make Hay whilſt the Sun ſhone, another 
_ uſeful Proverb often in his Mouth: In I- 


mitation of the infamous -------, one of 


the Managers of the late Charitable Corpo- 
ration, and deeply concerned in thoſe 
Frauds that ruined that Body, who uſed to 
ſay, the Poor be dd, let me get Money. 
It was upon the fame Principle, that the 


Farmers, 
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(5) 
Farmers, Engroſſers, and Monopolizers of 
Corn acted during the late artificial Dearth. 
That there was a ſufficient Stock in Hand 
for the Supply of every Body, plainly ap- 
peared on the Fall of the Price, and the 
moral Certainty of a plentiful Harveſt; 
when all Hands were ſet to work to empty 
their Barns and Storehouſes as faſt as they 


could. And it is aſtoniſhing to think what 
vaſt Quantities were brought to Market, 


immediately on the Apprehenſion, that Corn 


was tumbling down to its old and current 


Price. This is a Fact fo notorious, that, 


I believe, nobody will preſume to deny it. 
If ſo, who can reflect, without Indignation, 


on the cruel Uſage of the Poor, from theſe 
hard- hearted, inhuman Monſters, who, 


with full Bellies, and a ſuperfluous Abun- 


dance in their Stores, could ſee their fellow 


Creatures feeding upon Huſks with Swine, 


or endeavouring to ſtop their clamorous 
Appetites with the Refuſe of the Earth, 
or the wild Products of the Fields and 
Hedges: This I apprehend is one Caſe in 
which the Poor could not receive any Aſ- 
ſiſtance either from the Law, or from any 
of . thoſe noble Foundations of Charity 

which have been laid for their Uſe. The 
Parliament alone can provide a Remedy for 


ſuch an Evil in Time to come, by laying a 


Reſtraint on the Avarice of thoſe, who, to 
raiſe their own Fortunes, can ſacrifice the 
OCT i als * Health, 
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Happineſs of Millions. 5 
Amidſt a Variety of Arguments, drawn 
from Scripture and Reaſon by the Prea- 


chers of our holy Religion, to recommend 
to their Hearers the Duties of Chriſtianity, 
thoſe deduced from the Goodneſs of its 
Precepts, which ſo ſtrongly recommend to 
us a becoming Love and Tenderneſs to our 
fellow Creature, are not, in my Opinion, 
the leaſt Perſuaſive. St. John, who is 


juſtly called the Divine, from his intimate 
Acquaintance with the divine Nature, en- 


forces this Precept of Love to the Brethren, 


in many Places both of his Goſpel and 
* N and was ſo eminent a Practitioner 
of it himſelf, that when he was ninety 


Years of Age, and ſo feeble that he was 


forced to be carried to his Church on the 
Shoulders of his Diſciples, when brought 
there, could ſay nothing more than, Bre- 


thren, love one another. The frequent Re- 
[ petition of this only Sentence, a little diſ- 


guſted his People, who, with great Re- 
ſpe, deſired to know his Reaſon for it. 
He replied, with ſome Fervour, this great 
Command was groen by our bleſſed Lord; in 
which if we excel, all we da beſides will be ac- 
cepted. What greater Character could be 
given to the Followers of Chriſt, then that 
early Remark made on the Behaviour of 


che firſt Profeſſors of the Goſpel, dix. Ser 


haw 


= - 
how the Chriſtians love one another ? The e- 
vident Purity and Rectitude of thoſe divine 
Commands, left us by the great Author of 
Chriſtianity, together with thoſe benign 
and god-like Principles which flow from 
the pure Streams of Love, Meekneſs and 
Charity, which he fo pathetically inculcat- 
ed on his Diſciples and 'Hearers, cannot 
fail to direct our Eyes towards that Foun- 
| tain of all Goodneſs from which they ori- 
00 +7 
It was faid by a Perſon of great Emi- 


5 nence, that ta be a Lover of one's Country is 
4 glorious Eulogy. but to be a Lover of Man- | 


kind a much greater. We have in the O/d 
Teſtament many illuſtrious Inſtances of 


Kindneſs, Affection and Tenderneſs be- 
tween Perſons engaged by the Ties of 


Friendſhip or Affinity; and with Regard 
to the Poor, their great Legiſlator Moſes 


took particular Care of them in his Laws. 
Tf; ſays he, there be among you a poor Man 


of one of thy Brethren, within any of thy 


Gates, thou ſhalt not barden thy Heart, nor 


ſhut thine Hand from thy poor Brother : But 
thou ſhalt open thy Hand wide unto him, and 


alt furely lend bim ſufficient for his Need. 
Beware that there be not à Thought in thy 
wretched Heart, ſaying, the ſeventh Year, 
the Year of Releaſe is at Hand; and thine 


Eye be evil ta thy poor Brother, and thou 


groeft bim nought, and be cry unto the Lord 
| . —— 
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| (8) : 
againſt thee, and it be Sin unts thee : With 
much more to the ſame Purpoſe, the Reader 
may find in the 15th Chapter of Deutereno- 
my. But obſerve, that this Kindneſs to the 
Poor was confined to thoſe of their own 
Nation only; for as to their Enemies, 
thoſe who did not acknowledge the God of 
Iſrael, they were commanded to deſtroy 
them utterly; the Reaſon of which was, 
leſt they ſhould entice them into Idolatry, 
and draw them to ſerve the Gods worſhip- 
ped by thoſe ſuperſtitious Nations. Ho. 
eyer, it was a received Saying amongſt 
them, thou ſhalt love thy Neighbaur, and 
bate thine Enemy. Os ae 
But the noble and more exalted Ideas of 
loving all Mankind, not excepting even our 
Enemies, was a Law reſerved for the Pro- 
mulgation of that much greater Legiſlator, 
Teſus Chrift ; wha, by the Example of the 
good Samaritan, taught the Fews to regard 
every Man in Diſtreſs as their Neighbour, 
Whether he was of their own Country or a 
Foreigner, a Friend or Enemy: A Doc- 
trine ſo noble and beneficent, that it exalts 
human Nature to the higheſt Pitch of 
Glory it is capable of attaining to on this 
ſide Immortality, and truly worthy of that 
divine Perſon who firſt taught it to Man- 
kind, and whoſe Example was a conſtant 
Verification of his Precepts, f 0 
: ene= 
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Benevolence, Compaſſion and Humani- 


ty were Virtues of ſo bright a Luſtre in 
the heathen Syſtem of Morality, that thoſe 
who poſſeſſed them in any eminent De- 
gree were celebrated by their Philoſophers 


and Poets, as raiſing human Nature to its 


true Dignity. Nay, ſo enamoured were 

they with Characters of this kind, that the 
moſt famous of their Gods were Men dei- 
fied for having, while on Earth, exerted. all 


their Powers in the Service of Mankind. 


As on the contrary, thoſe who had render- 


ed themſelves infamous for their Tyranny, 


Oppreſſion, and the Miſchiefs they had 
done among their fellow Mortals, were 
conſigned to the moſt dreadful Torments 
in the Sygian Regions of Darkneſs and 
Deſpair. 5 40 


The 3 had a Cuſtom of trying a 
Bis 


If he was a Prince, 


Man after his Death. 
a Governor, or Miniſter of State, the Me- 


morials of his Life and Actions were laid 
before his Examiners, and ſcrutinized with 


the molt rigid Exactneſs; and if the Teſ- 
timonies produced were ſtrong in his Fa- 

vour, that he had employed 2 Talents, 
and laid out his Labours for the good of the 
Public, and in the Service of his Country, 
he had all poſſible Honours done him, and 
Monuments were raiſed to perpetuate his 
Memory. 
and an Oppreſſor, and had ſought only to 


enrich 
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But if he had been a Tyrant 
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(10 
enrich and aggrandize himſelf at the Ex · 
pence of the People, he was ſtigmatized 
with Marks of the utmoſt Indignation, and 
his Memory diſgraced in the public Records. 
If a Man in a lower Station of Life, upon 
ſuch a Trial, (for none were exempted from 
it) was convicted, upon the Teftimany of 
his Neighbours and Acquaintance, of hav+ 
ing been a wicked, cruel, and oppreſſive 
Wretch; without Compaſſion or Humani- 
ty, Juſtice or Integrity, his Corpſe was de- 
nied the cuſtomary funeral Rites, his Rela+ 
tions were forbid to embalm his Body, or 
to preſerve it in their Families, as was the 
antient Uſage in that Country.  _ 
Thus, whether we conſult the ſacred 
Oracles of Truth, or peruſe the Writings 
of the Philoſophers and Poets among the 
old Heathens, and read their Hiſtories, we 


ſhall find the Virtues of Benevolence, Cha- 


rity, and Humanity, and all the Obliga- 
tions to contribute to the Happineſs of 5 


ciety, recommended and enforced both 


from Law and Reaſon, from divine Autho- 
rity and human Inſtitutions. And indeed, 
Pity, Compaſſion and Tenderneſs are Af. 
fections ſo inherent to, and interwoven 
with our very Frame and Conſtitution, that 
it is no leſs a Matter of Aſtoniſhment, than 
a Subject for the moſt melancholly Reflec- 
tions, to ſee the depraved State into which 
human Nature is unhappily fallen, — 
—.— I 
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(11) 
Barbarities which Men exerciſe upon ont 
another, and the hard- heartedneſs and fa- 


vage Brutality of others, who can behold 


Creatures of their own Species, who differ 
in nothing from themſelves but in the Cir- 
cumſtances of Fortune, labouring and ſtrug- 


gling under the moſt terrible Calamities of 


Life, without Feeling or Compaſſion, or 
offering the leaſt Aſſiſtance to relieve them 
in their grievous Diſtreſſes. 


But to apply this Reaſoning to the pre- 


ſent Times and our own Country: I am 


forry to obſerve, that in this Chriſtian and 


 well-governed City, and in an Age fo diſ- 
tinguiſhed for its numerous Charities, the 


Practice of ſome amongſt us would tempt 
a Stranger (who is not acquainted with our 


Religion or Policy) to believe we were un- 


der the Reſtraint of no Laws, either divine 


or human, - but that we were devoid even 


of the Sentiments of Humanity. And tho: 


it be univerſally allowed, that we are go- 
verned by the beſt Laws, and perhaps as 
good Magiſtrates as any Country can boaſt, 


yet Iwill venture to mention an Evil, that 


inſults Magiftracy, and reflects D iſhonour-- 


I will not ſay on our Country or Chriſtiani- 
ty, but on Mankind. And yet this Evil, 
great as it is, and the Subject of general 


Complaint, and which might be, I prefame, 
raſily redreſſed, "ne continues. 


Would 
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Would any one believe, was he not con- 
vinced by daily Obſervation, that in this 
t and rich City (as well as in other 
een r_ miſerable 

Wretches, the diſmal Objects that 
Nature can preſent to our Eyes, ſhould not 
only be ſuffered to lie for Hours and Days 
in our Streets, without being properly 
dene 
Cald and Hunger at our Doors, for Want 
of the Crumbs which fall from the rich 
Man's Table, who is clothed in P 
fine Linnen, — all 4A 
and Extravagances of an Epicure er 
A aw moat ond. much to 
be lamented Inſtances of this Sort, give me 
leave to relate one which ways in my 
_ own Knowledge, and late] a = 
the Heart AER City. l 11 
Wretch, in a moſt forlorn po 5 deſ- 


od 


titute of Friends and the common Neceſ- 


. faries of Life, tho ſo many of us abounds 
even to Superfluity, laid herſelf down in a 
weak and fick Condition, half ſtarved and 
half naked, under the Bulk of a Shop 

Window, where ſhe continued for a con- 

ſiderable Time without Relief; till ſome 

People, whoſe Duty ſhould have directed 

them to take Care of her, but without due 

Examination (on a Suppoſition ſhe was in 

Liquor) inhumanly drove her into the next 

Pariſh. There "te again threw bell, 

f ſic 
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(13) 
kick and weak; as ſhe was, under the Walls 
of a public Building; in which Place ſhe 
remained ſeveral Hours, expoſed to the In- 
clemencies of Wind and Weather, during 
great Part of a very cold Night. In this 
deplorable Condition, ſhe was at laſt (but 
not before relentleſs Death had almoſt cloſ- 


ed his leaden Arms arround her) taken up 
and carried to a Priſon, to be puniſhed for 
lying in the Street, tho' ſhe had neither 
Money,” nor Friends, nor any Abode to go 


to, and where ſhe ſoon after expired. 


l! might make this Diſcourſe more tedious 
and more melancholly, ſhould I enumerate 


| the various Inſtances of this Kind which 
have fallen within my own Obſervation, or 
I have been informed of by others, even to 


a greater Degree of Inhumanity ; where 


the weaker Sex, Women with Child and 


near their Time, have, in like Manner, 


been inhumanly thruſt, or bribed by a ſmall 
Gratuity to go, from one Pariſh to another, 


till at laſt the unbepp — Be Mother and tender 


Infant have both ed together. Shock- 
ing Barbarity ! But Ny "Wa theſe gloomy 


Repetitions ; and who indeed would wiſh 


to read ſuch melancholly „5 
Now, would any one believe that ſuch 


Things ſhould. frequently happen in a 


Country inhabited by rich and proſperous 
Chriſtians, who, at leaſt a great Part of 


W live in the higheſt Degree of Extra- 
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 ahether at the Door of the M 
this under-Officers ; but ſure 1 am, a 4 Fault 
there is, and a great one too, ſomewhere, 


(14) 


vagance? And yet theſe Truths are fo 
well known, that they will not admit of 
Denial. Facts are ſtubborn Things, which 
it is not in the Power of Argument to re- 
fute; and theſe are ſuch as too many Peo- 


ple can witneſs the Truth of. But let us 


dwell no longer on the gloomy Side of this 


doleful Proſpect, but turn our Eyes to the 
Cauſe, and conſider how they may be pre- 
vented for the Future. 


The Source of theſe Complaints muſt un- 


|  doubtedly ariſe from too great a Neglect in 


enforcing the Execution I thoſe good and 
excellent Laws, by which we are, or at 


Heaſt ought to be, governed; for were theſe 


vigorouſly and impartially executed, there 


is no doubt but theſe Evils, ſo long and fo 


juſtly complained of, but ſo little attended 
to, would ſoon be removed. I ſhall not 
take upon me to ſay where the Fault lies, 


te, or 


and cries loudly for Redreſs; nor do I 


know a better or more effectual Remedy, 


for an Evil which ſeems to be daily grow- 
ing upon us, and reflects ſo great a Scandal 
upon our City-Government, than to puniſh 


the Offender, whoever he be, with the ut- 


moſt Severity; if a Magiſtrate, with a 
heavy Fine; if any of his Officers, with 


ivy Loſs of Place, or * Puniſhment, 


according 


( 15) 
| according to the Nature of the Offence ; 
and this to extend to Pariſh and Ward- 
Officers, who ſhall be found guilty of 
driving theſe unhappy Objects from one 
Ward or Pariſh to 3 before a due 
Examination of the Caſe. To me there 
ſeems little Difference between having no 
Laws at all, and Laws unexecuted; nay, 
for ought I know, we might better rs left 
to the Laws of Nature, which would cer- 
tainly prompt us to do Juſtice, and to ſhew 
Compaſſion to the Afflicted and Unfortu- 
nate, then to boaſt of having the moſt 
Tighteous Statutes which lie dormant 
in the Statute-Book, without giving 
them their due Force and Efficacy, in rul- 
ing the People for whoſe Benefit they were 
intended. 
The Law provides, that whenever theſe 
Objects preſent themſelves for Relief, or 
are found wandering in the Streets, the 
Beadle, or other proper Officer, take them 
up, and carry them before a Juſtice of the 
Peace, /who is to grant them a Paſs to their 
pr Settlements. And eve 
1 that the ſending the 8 free 
ſeveral Pariſhes, in this Manner, is attend- 
ed with little Expence or Trouble; unleſs 
the poor Creature is incapable of walking; 
in which Caſe the Charges are ped out of 
the County-Rate. 
_ . Since then the Remedy i is 0 eaſy, made 
ſo by the f. pecial Provinon of the Laws, 
whence 
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whence comes it that ſuch Multitudes of | 


' miſerable Creatures appear daily before our 
Eyes, to the great Terror and Aſtoniſhment 
Wy every Beholder ? The principal Objec- 
tion which lies againſt this Method of Pro- 
ceeding with Beggars is, that many of 
thoſe Mendicants who ſtroll about for Re- 
lief are Foreigners, who, by ſome Caſual- 
ty or other, have been left among us, deſti- 


tute of Friends and Money, or any Means 

of returning to their own Country. Theſe, 

it is true, have no Settlement with us, yet 

nobody will deny that they are entitled to 

our Care and Compaſſion, eſpecially if we 

- would practice that Golden Rule, of doing 
unto others at we would be done unto; for 

many of our own People, no doubt, have 

been in the like Circumſtances. in other 


Countries; and Civility to Strangers is cer- 
tainly a Duty incumbent on all Men. But 
ſuppoſing we have no Law that obliges us 


to take any Care of theſe ou: Gelorh 
Foreigners, is that a good 
thoſe who do belong to us, whom we are 
bound by the Laws of our Country as well 
as thoſe of Humanity to provide for, 


| ſhould have no Claim to our compaſſionate 
Regard? 


eaſon, that 


It is further ſaid, that the major Part of 


theſe apparently miſerable Objects, are real- 


ly Hypocrites and Impoſtors. Let this be 


let 


(17) 
let it be ſuppoſed that only one in ten of 
them deſerve our Charity----muſt that un- 
happy tenth Fellow-Creature be inhumanly 
treated, or ſuffered to periſh miſerably iii 
the Street, merely to fave the Beadle or 
Warderer a litfle Trouble in examining 
the Caſe, or the Pariſh the Expence of a 
few Shillings in paſſing ſuch to their Settle- 
ments? No ſurely ! Cotnmon Juſtice, and 
the Law of Nature forbid it. On the o- 
| ther Hand, ſuppoſing the Wretches taken 
up, to be Vagrants, and Vagabonds, it is 
as much to the Honour of the Magiſtrate, 
and equally his Duty, to puniſh ſuch; as 
to relieve the Indigent and Diſtreſſed, | 
But with Regard to theſe under Officers; 
they act either by their own Authority, or by 
the Order of their Maſters, who have the 
Direction of the Affairs of the Pariſh ; and 
theſe, too commonly, are as inſenſible of 
the Feelings of Nature as their Underlings. 
So that what by the Brutality of the one, 
and the Cruelty of the other, many a poor 
helpleſs Creature is abſolutely loſt, who, if 
proper Care had been taken of them, might 


have been reſtored to Health, and become To 


uſeful Members of Society. 

But I have Reaſon to believe, that how- 
ever inclined theſe lower Officers may be to 
fuccour poor Wretches in Diſtreſs, they 
. not obey the Dictates of their own 


Hearts 
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Hearts and Conſciences, for fear of diſo- 
bliging their Superiors, by whom they are 
ſure to be brow-beaten and reprimanded 

for officiouſly meddling in a Matter which 
may 5 them a little Trouble. Thus 
the Beadle is intimidated from doing his 
Duty, and contents himſelf with getting 


them out of his Precinct, by which Means 


the Diſtreſſed go unrelieved, and Delin- 
quents unpuniſhed. 

This great Metropolis is deſervedly fa- 
mous for the Juſtice, Integrity, and Hu- 
manity of its Magiſtrates ; it may therefore 

naturally be preſumed, that if a true State 
of theſe ſcandalous Nuſances was laid be- 


fore them and their Fellow-Citizens in 
heir corporate Capacity, they would, if there 


was any Defect in their preſent Law, paſs 
ſome public Act, (as they have done in 
many other Caſes ef ſeemingly leſs Mo- 
ment) which would effectually redreſs the 
Grievance complained of; and, as Magi- 
ſtrates in their reſpective Wards, they 
would charge the Beadles and Warders to 
be vigilent and active in executing ſuch 
Orders as ſhould be given them, to take up 
every Vagarant and idle Wanderer, and ſe- 
cure all Beggars, and bring them before 
the proper Magiſtrate, that ſo each of their 

Caſes may be enquired into, and all _ 
with according to Law and Equity. 
this, or ſome ſuch Method were "Lay | 
"Rogen 
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People might walk the Streets unmoleſted; 
and 1 the Buſineſs of their Shops and 


Warehouſes without being continually teaz- 
ed and haunted by Beggars and Vagarants, 
and ſo often ſhocked with ſuch diſmal Spec- 


tacles as are every where expoſed to their 


View, to the great terror of Women with 
Child, &c. 


And that this Scheme or Propoſal is 


practicable, I am perſuaded no Man, who 
is capable of _ judging of the Fitneſs of 


Things, can reaſonably deny. That it is 
| fo, and that even the Power and Influence 
of the chief Magiſtrate alone (how much 
more then if all the Reſt were to concur 
with him?) is capable of producing ſuch a 
happy Effect, give me leave to remark, to 
the Honour of one of our late Aldermen 


(who has ſo highly deſerved both of this 
City and Kingdom) that, during his May- 
oralty, ſcarce a Beggar was to be ſeen in 
the Streets. What Methods he took to 


rid the City of ſuch an abominal Nufance, 
deſerves the Enquiry and Imitation of every 
Succeſſor i in the Chair. Ei 

It is really aſtoniſhing to think to what a 

- prodigious Height theſe Evils are arrived, 

as well here, as in many other Parts of the 
Kingdom, and it is equally amazing, that 


they are not redreſſed, eſpecially conſidering 


the little Difficulty, that would be met with 
in obtaining the defired End. It is but to 
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( 20) 
[-- the Laws, already made, vigorouſly in 
xecution, and the Thing is done. But, 
according to the old Proverb, what is every 
Body's Bufineſs, is no Bodys; and thus we 
not only continue to harbour, but to pro- 
pagate the Race of Vagabonds, Thieves 
and Pick-pockets, to the eternal Shame and 
Diſgrace of this (otherwiſe) well governed 
r 
In Halland you may paſs thro' a whole 
Province and hardly fee a Beggar. But if 
in the Courſe of ſeveral Miles you happen 
to meet with one, you will find him clad in 
a cieanly, deſcent Garb, by no Means ſo 
miſerable and wretched as they frequently 
(0 Ta Ka bid Lag 
It may perhaps be aſked, by what Finefle 
in Politics do the Hollanders preſerve» ſuch 
an excellent OEconomy in their Govern- 
ment? To this I anſwer, that, as far as it 
hath come under my Obſervation, their 
ruling Maxim is, that every Hand that can 
work ſhall not be idle. For this Reaſon 
* they confine Rogues and Vagrants in a 
Raſp-houſe, where they are compelled to 
work for the Public. And as to thoſe who 
are diſabled by Sickneſs or Lameneſs, and 
are real Objects of Charity, they are de- 
cently provided for at the public Expence; 
ſo that no mendicant Invalids are ever ſeen 
in their Streets. 5 
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( 21 y 
Here again, I ſuppoſe I ſhall be aſked, 
have not we as good Laws in England for 


the Regulation of the Poor, as they have in 
Holland? If this be granted, whence comes 
it to paſs, that no ſuch miſerable Objects 


are to be ſeen there, and yet that our Streets 
ſhould be continually peſtered with them. 
The Anſwer to this is eaſy. Every Magi- 
ſtrate and Burgher in Holland is vigilant 
and aſſiduous in the Diſcharge of his Duty 


to his Country, and puniſh their Officers 


with the utmoſt Severity whenever they 
find them negligent in their Office, or diſ- 
_ obedient to the Orders of their Superiors. 


By which Means, Order and Decorum are 


preſerved thro every Branch of their Go- 
vernment, and in every Rank and Claſs of 
their People. The Rich are not ſuffered 


to oppreis the Poor with Impunity, and 


the Poor have all the Encouragement they 


can deſire, to get a Livelihood for them- 


ſelves and Families; which they do with 
_great Alacrity, well knowing that when 
old Age and Infirmities ſhall render them 


incapable of Work, a proper Care will be 


taken of them by the State. 

Here then lies the Difference. 11 is 
univerſally allowed, that the Engliſh Laws 
are. the beſt calculated of any in the 
World to make a People happy. But 
this is our Misfortune: We want a pro- 
per Spirit and Activity to put them vi- 
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(.22 ) 
gorouſſy in Execution. Our Magiſtrates 
are too indolent, and their inferior Officers 
too corrupt and mercenary. The firſt be- 
ing eaſy in their Fortunes, don't chuſe to 
fatigue themſelves in the Service of the 
Public, or to make troubleſome Enquiries 
into the Miſbehaviour of their Officers; 
and the latter, being left too much at their 
Liberty, are too apt to forget the chief 
Points of their Duty, and rather ſtudy to 
increaſe the Profits of their Office, then to 
diſcharge their Duty with a good Con- 
ſcience. Thus Virtue goes unprotected 
and diſcouraged, while Vice and Immora- 
lity grow and flouriſh upon the Ruins of 
P.obity and Honeſty. This ſeems to be 
tae unhappy Situation of theſe Kingdoms 
at this Time; and to the Indolence and 


Remiſſneſs in the executive Part of the 


Law, may in a great Meaſure be imputed 
the Irregularities that are but too viſible in 
the inferior Parts of our Adminiſtration. 

As for Vagrants, Rogues, and Vaga- 

bonds, which theſe Neglects undoubtedly 

encreaſe, who wander Four from Place to 

Place, without any ſettled Abode, or viſi- 
ble way of living, otherwiſe than by cheat- 

ing, tricking, impoſing upon, or pilfering 

from honeſt and unwary People; they are fo 
well deſcribed and provided for by the Va- 
grant Act, paſſed in the 17th Year of the 
preſent Reign, Fane | we need only _ 
| | that 


(23) 
that Statute, to be adviſed what to do with 


them. It may, however, be proper to take 
notice, that the numerous Tribe of Gypſies, 


Fortune-tellers, &c. are puniſhable by the 


fame Act, and very deſervedly; for they are 
the Peſt of Society, and a Difgrace to our 


Country. They are certainly the moſt wick 
ed and atrocious that ever ſcandaliz d a civil 


Government ; and do as much Miſchief by 
inveigling ignorant and thoughtleſs . Peo- 
ple out of their Money, under falſe Pre- 
tences, as the Highwayman, who boldly 


takes your Purſe on the Road at the Ha- 


zard of his own Life. But as by this and 


| other Acts, they are render'd obnoxious to 


Puniſhment ; tis our own Fault if we ſuffer 


cha Nuiſance to remain ay longer a- 


mong us. 


As for thoſe Vagrants 2 Beggars that 


tome. from abroad, import themſelves from 


Treland, or wander from Scotland, let them 


he confined, if in London, to the City Work- 


houſe; if in the Country, in the County- 


Houſe of Correction, till Opportunity of- 
ſers of ſending them to their native 
Land; and if there is no Law in Being to 
provide for them in any other Manner, it 


may be hoped, that the Parliament will, in 
Time, think ſuch an Act neceſſa . 4 


preſent View is to point out and di 
the real Objects of our Charity, ſuch as 0 


humble, modeſt, and diſabled Poor, from 
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„ 
che clamorous, mouthing, and ſturdy Beg- 
gars, who are ready to inſult us, if we are 
not as willing to give, as they are to alk 


an Alms. 


There is another. 188 which as 


much deſerves the Inquiſition of the Ma- 
giſtrate, and the Exertion of his whole Au- 
thority to remove, as any we have yet 

mention d. It is well known, that in the 
Skirts of this City, and eſpecially i in Weſt- 


minſter, and in the large Pariſhes in the Out- 
arts, there are many beggarly e 

Kaſs, which entertain no other Sort 
ueſts beſides theſe Wretches, where they 

ſpend the Money that had been given them 


in Charity, in all Manner of Riot, Exceſs 


and Debauchery, Drinking, Gaming, and 


f Wenching. It is alſo well known, that 


there is a Species of Traders in and about 
this City, who. by their Profeſſion, when 


they are abroad, are oblig'd to appear ex- 


| cerdingly dirty, indigent and wretched ; 
but in their Families are clean and well 


dreſs' d, where they eat, drink, and are 


merry; and as they live well and happy, 
and ſometimes entertain their Friends in a 


handſome Manner, they think it proper 
when Queſtions are aſk'd them, to aſſume 
the Credit of ſome Trade or Profeſſion; 

but as the Word Beggar is look'd on with 


ſome Degree of D lr e dit, theſe Mendi- 
64998 have choſen a Lofter Term, by which 


to 


(25) 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves, and that is by the 
Ae of Aſeers. 


Such are the Miſcreants, who by their pi 


tiful Cries, and doleful Complaingh, and by 
ſhewing their withered Arms and maimed 
Limbs, impoſe upon the Benevolent and 
Well- diſpoſed, who in relieving the imagin'd 
Diſtreſs, are 2 encouraging the moſt 


ſhameful Debaucheries. H:; ther reſort not 


only theſe Crews of Beggars, but likewiſe 
Street-Robbers, Houſe-breakers, Pick-pock- 
ets and Thieves of all Sorts, and the moſt a- 


bandoned of both Sexes, and mix in the genc- 


ral Rendezvous. So that theſe Places may 
be juſtly deemed the Nurſeries wherein are 


Hake and contrived all the Villainies-and 


Outrages which every where inſult the 


Laws and Government. This is an Evil 
too notorious to be denied, and therefore 


deſerves the moſt ſerious Confideration 


of thoſe in Power, who, as they have 


ſufficient Authority, it is to be wiſhed 
would exert it in a ſpeedy and effectual Sup- 
preſſion of theſe Seminaries of Impiety, 
Immorality, and the moſt abominable 
Wickedneſs of all Kinds. Till this be 
done, it is no wonder that the Beneficient 
and Humane withhold their Hands from 


beſtqwing their Benevolence on ſuch as ap- 


pear real Objects of Charity, becauſe they 
ay; be deceiyed. 


Another 
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3 626) | 
Another Nuſance no leſs ſcandalous and 
offenſive to civil Society than thofe 'we have 
before mentioned, and which we often 
meet with in the Streets, is, to ſee a Woman 
with a Child or two in her Arms, another 
perhaps at her Back; and it may be, one or 
two more at her Heels, the oldeſt not above 
three or four Years of Age, all half naked 
and more than half ſtarved with Hunger 
and Cold, importunately | begging your 
Alms, and urging you by all the ſacred 
Ties of Religion and Humanity; when it is 
more than probable that ſhe has borrowed 
or ſtole moſt of theſe little Wretches for 


the Purpoſe of exciting your Charity. An 


Impoſition fo flagrant and flagitious deſerves 
the ſevereſt Puniſhment ; nor is it difficult 


— bring ſach notorious Offenders to Juſtice. 


It is but to employ one of your Beadles, or 


Z _ pariſh Officers to carry her before a Magi- 


ſtrate, who would immediately commit her 
to Bridewell, or paſs her to her own Pariſh, 
and perhaps ſend the poor Infants to the 
: Foundling Hoſpital, where ſuch Care would 
de taken of them that, in Time, they might 
be made uſeful Members of the Com- 
munity, _ eee CAL e 
From what has been above ſaid, it plainly 
appears, that there are two Sorts of Poor, 
tbe Able and the Impotenft, The Former 
may be thrown into two Diviſions, the 
Lazy, who being the Offspring of Beggars, 
| are 


(77) 
are brought up to the ſame Trade, and 


conſequently known not how, if they had 


an Inclination, to apply themſelves to any 
other Calling; from theſe commonly pro- 


ceed Vagrants and Vagabonds, who per- 


haps were born in a Barn or under a He 


but where they know not, and conſequent- 


ly have no Claim to any Place of Settle- 


ment. The other Part of the Diviſion are 
the induſtrious Poor, who are able to work, 


and would be glad to be employed, but be- 


1 deſtitute of Buſineſs, they and their Fa- 
milies are ſtarving for Want of Bread, 4 


the common Neceſſaries of Life, and to 


a little precarious Subſiſtence ſend out diele 


Children to beg in the Streets, while them- 
ſelves wander abroad 1 in ſearch of Em ploy- 


2 
The other Claſs i ints which I "PA divid- 


ed the Poor, namely, the Impotent, confiſts 


of the Aged who are paſt their Labour, the 
Maimed who are difabled in their Limbs, 


the Blind, the Infant, the Natural, the 
Friendleſs and Unfortunate. 


By obſerving theſe Diſtinctions bünern | 
the Poor, we may be enabled to direct our 
Charity to its proper Object, I mean as to 


private Alms-giving ; but with Regard to 
the Care which the Public ought to have of 
them, other Methods muſt be taken to 
render them more uſeful or leſs burthen- 
ſome to Society than at preſent they are. 


For 
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For it is a Policy highly commendable in a 
well regulated Government, to make all its 
Members contribute towards the Support 
and Welfare of the whole Body. And here 


I would gladly recommend to the Truſtees 
of the ſeveral Charity Schools of this great 


Metropolis, to train up their Children to 


ſome laborious and uſeful Employments, 


inſtead of letting them ſpend fo great a Part 
of their Time with ſuch Parents as too of- 


ten ſet them no good Example; by this 


Means they would be innured to Induſtry ; 
making their Work habitual and agree- 
able to them, as well as contribute greatly 
to their Health and Strength, and would in 
Time undoubtedly make them uſeful Mem- 


bers of Society, and prevent in them that 


Slothfulneſs and Indolence of Temper 
which is the conſtant Fore-runner of In- 
digence, Idleneſs and Beggary. As in the 
| My it often happens that ſome of 
its 
voidable Accident or Infirmity, and inſtead of 
affording their uſual Aſſiſtance in maintain- 
ing the Order and Reguarity of the human 
Frame, do themſelves require the Care and 
Attention of the Reſt to relieve their Ail- 
ments: So in the Body Politic, notwith- 
ſtanding the utmoſt Vigilance and Circum- 
ſpection of its ruling Powers, ſome of its 
0 


embers are rendered uſeleſs by una- 


Members will be found fo feeble and in- 


firm, that inſtead of being of any Uſe or 


Service 


1 | 


Service to the State, they muſt be ſupport= 
ed by it. And indeed the great Inequality 


we ſee in the Condition of the Rich and 
the Poor, ſeems to have been intended by 


Providence for wiſe and excellent Ends, 


viz. to give the Rich an Opportuuity of 


_ Exerciſing the Virtues of Condeſcenſion, 
Benevolence, Charity and Humanity: And 


the Poor, Occaſions for practiſing thoſe of 


Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, and Reſig- 


nation; and to inſtru both the one and 


the other, that a reciprocal Affection and 
Dependance is neceſſary for their mutual 


Happineſs. | 


King Alfred, juſtly ſtiled the Great, was 
the firſt of our Monarchs who inſtituted 


Laws for regulating the different Claſſes of 
his Subjects, and depriving them of the 
Power of injuring one another. Alfred (as 
Rapin tells us) was ſenſible, that the Spirit 
of Oppreſſion — grew upon Men in 
Authority, and therefore he applied him- 


ſelf to remedy that Inconvenience. To 
that End he ordered, that in all Criminal 
At#ions, twelve Men, choſen for that Pur- 


poſe, ſhould determine concerning the Fact, 
and the Judge give Sentence according to 
their Verdict. This Privilege, which we 
enjoy to this Day, is doubtleſs the nobleſt 


and moſt valuable that Subjects can have. 


An Engliſhman accuſed of any Crime, is to 
be tried only by his Peers, that is, by Per- 
. ſons 
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(30) 
ſons of his own Rank; by which Means 
he is out of all Danger of being oppreſſed, 
how powerful ſoever his Accuſers may be. 

 Rapin further informs us, that Alfred 
obſerving great Diſorders and Licentiouſ- 
neſs, occaſioned by the Wars, in all Parts 
of his Kingdom, and that Yagabonds and 


Vagrants every where abounded, who com- 


mitted all Manner of Crimes with Impu- 


_ nity, their poor and mean Condition ſcreen- 


ing them from Juſtice ; and having no ſet- 


led Abode, upon committing any Offence, 
ſhifted their Quarters to Places where it 
was difficult to diſcover them, by which 

| Means honeſt Men were expoſed to the In- 
ſults of theſe Villains, was extremely de- 


firous to put a Stop to ſo great a Miſchief. 
Having conſulted thoſe whom he judged 


capable or giving him good Advice, he took 


the following Method to prevent any Per- 


ſon from living in his Dominions, without 
being obliged to give an Account of his 
Actions. He divided all England into Shires 
or Counties, the Counties into Hundreds, 
and the Hundreds into Tithings. This be- 


ing done, all the Inhabitants of the * 


dom were obliged to belong to ſome T:- 


thing; whoever did not, were looked upon 


as Vagabonds, and as ſuch denied the Pro- 
tection of the Law. If any one by his 


Way of Living fell under Suſpicion, he was 
obliged to give Security for his good Beha- 


VIQUT : 
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viour : In Caſe he could find none, the 77. 


thing threw him into Priſon; to prevent 
their being liable to the Penalty he ſhould 
incur by any Offence. Thus the Houſe- 


holders being reſponſible for their Families, 


the Tithing for the Houſholders, the Hun- 
dreds for the Tithings, and the Counties for 
the Hundreds; every one was watchful over 
his Neighbour's Actions: If a Stranger 


guilty of any Crime made his Eſcape, In- 


formation was taken of the Houſe where 
he lodged, and if he had been there three 
Days, the Maſter of the Family was con- 


| demned to pay his Fine. But in Caſe he 
had not ſtayed ſo long as three Days, the 
Houſholder was acquitted upon making 


_ Oath he was not privy to his Crime. Thus 
the Engliſb beheld with Pleaſure in theſe 


_ wiſe Regulations, the Origin of thoſe Laws 
they ſo happily live under at this preſent 


Time; and by theſe wiſe Inſtitutions ſuch | 
Order and Tranquility was preſerved, 
as the like had never been known before in 


England. 5 


T cannot forbear adding what is faid in the 
Mirror of Fuſtice, concerning this great 


and good Prince, that he uſed to re-exa- 


mine the Cauſes that were tried in his Ab- 


ſence, and in Caſe he found any Injuſtice 
done out of Favour or Intereſt, he puniſh- 
ed the Judges ſeverely. It they pleaded 


Ignorance, he ſharply reprimanded them, 
| 3 
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(32) 
and aſked how they durſt preſume to take 
a Commiſſion to determine about Life and 
Property, when they knew themſelves ſo 
wretchedly unqualified ; and ordered them 


either to know better or quit their Poſt. 


Thus the Earls and great Men, rather then 


bde turned out of their Office with Diſgrace, 


applied themſelves to Study. Brompton 
ſays, Juſtice was ſo ſtrictly adminiſtered in 


Alfred s Reign, that tho' there were gold 


Bracelets hung up at the Parting of ſeveral 
High-ways, no Man durſt touch them. 
Thus, were Juſtice is ſtrictly adminiſter- 


ed, the Kingdom 1s happy, the Sovereign IJ 
loved and feared, the People eaſy and chear- 
ful, Vice diſcountenanced, and Virtue tri- 
_ umphant. Such were the Bleſſings of 4/- 
Fred's: Reign. But alas! This beautiful 


Scene of Order and Harmony was too de- 
lightful to be of long Duration; and his 
Sueceſſors ſoon degenerated from the Purity 
of his Principles. Ambition, Glory and 


Grandeur were the. chief Objects of their 
View, which gave them but little Leiſure 


to complete the Happineſs of their Sub- 


jects, not conſidering that the higheſt and 
trueſt Glory conſiſts in doing good to Man- 


kind, and adminiſtering R. their Happi- 
neſs. And when the Normans came in, 
they introduced ſo many of their own Laws 
and. Cuſtoms, that but little remained of 
the old Eng/h/þ Conſtitution, Afterwards 
Es : the 
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that its ſurprizing it ſhould ever be able to 
recover its former Splendor and Vigour, 
and that our Conſtitution was not totally Fi] 
deſtroy'd. Yet, this we may be aſſured, 
that during theſe terrible Convultions, but 
little Care was taken of the Poor, and that 
every one was left to ſhift for himſelf as 
well as he could. And I don't find any re- 
gular Proviſion was made for them by any 
Act of Parliament, till the Reign of Queen 1 ö 
Eliazbetb, which was about 700 . from 
King Alfred: For the Piety and Charity of jl 
thoſe Times conſiſted chiefly in Building 
and endowing Monaſtries, and enriching 
the Monks, who (it was then believed) had 
the Power of opening and ſhuting of the 
Gates of Heaven to whom they pleaſed; that 
is to thoſe who paid them well they gave 
free Admittance ; but they who had no- 
thing to give, had very lieele to expect from 
the good Offices of thoſe ghoſtly Fathers. 
But Queen Elizabeth and her Parliament 
had a different Way of thinking. They 
were perſuaded that the Poor were as much 
entitled to their Care and Protection as the 
Rich and Opulent; and obſerving how 
much they were expoſſed to the Cruelty of 
— and that Pariſhes were left al- 
D moiſt 


the long and bloody Conteſts between the bl 
rival Houſes of Vor and Lancaſter, and FEEL 
the Barons Wars, occaſioned ſuch Confu- "Ray 
fion and Diſorder thro' the whole State, | 7 
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more numerous, or a greater 
Caſes ariſe among them now, to 0: 


(34) 
moſt to their own Option, whether they 


would maintain or provide for them or not ; 


they made a Law, entitled an A# for the 
Relief of the Poor, appointing the chuſing 
Overſeers, and the Manner of raiſing Mo- 
ney for the Relief of the Poor. Such a 
Law was then very neceſſaty, and did, no 
Doubt, at that Time, and long afterwards, 


anſwer the Ends for which it was made. 


But whether the Poor have.Sgce become 


ety of 


Diſpute, than there were near two hi - 
dred Years ago, certain it is, that the Poor 


are in as bad, if not a worſe Condition, 


than they were before any Act was paſſed | 


in their Behalf. Whether this be owing 


to any Defect in the Laws, or for want of 
a due Execution of thoſe already made, 


may deſerve the Conſideration of the Le- 
giſlature. However this be, various Schmes 


have been propoſed for a better Regula- 
tion of the Poor than was contrived by the 
Makers of the Statute of Queen Eliabetb. 


I will give you an Abſtract of ſome of the : 


Principal of them, as it may give the Rea- 
der a full View of the Subject, and per- 
haps afford Hints, that, if properly 
improved, may be form'd into a regular 
and practicable Syſtem, 


The 


_ 


— 


by ſo doing, one of the 


1 
The firſt I ſhall mention is that of 


Chief Juſtice Hale, who obſerving how in- 


differently the Poor were provided for in 
ſome Pariſhes, propoſed a Union or Con- 
junction of ſeveral Pariſhes for the fame 
Purpoſe: 

The next Writer of Eminence, who 
plan'd out a Scheme of this Kind, was the 


great Sir Jqliab Child. In diſcourſing up- 


on this Subject he takes for granted, 1. That 


our Poor in England have always been in a 
moſt fad and wretched Condition. 2. That 
very many of our Poor bred up in Beg- 
gary and Lazineſs, do by that 
come not only of unhealthy Bodies, and 
more diſtemper d Qualities, but breed many 
loathſome Difeaſes, whereof many died in 
their tender Age. 3. That if all our im- 
potent Poor were provided for, and thoſe 
of both Sexs and all A 
Work of any Kind employed, it would re- 
dound ſome hundreds of thouſand Pounds 
ber Annum to public Advantage. 4. That 
to God and Nature, ſo to 


Ages, that can do 


it is our Duty 
provide for and employ the Poor. 5. That 
Sins (for 
which this Land ought to mourn) 
be removed: 6. That our Forefathers had 


pious Intentions towards this Work, as ap- 


pears by the many Laws made by them to 
this Purpoſe. 7. That there are Places in 
gs 2 wherein the Poor are ſo pro- 
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(36) 
vided for and employed, viz. Holland, 
Hamburgh, New England, and ſome others; 
If theſe are allowed to be indiſputable 
Facts, how comes it to paſs that in England, 
we do not, nor ever did, comfortably 
Maintain and emply the Poor ? 
It is anſwered, 1. That our Laws to 
this Purpoſe are as good as any in the 
World, but we fail in the Execution. 2. 
That formerly in the Days of our pious 
| Anceſtors the Work was done, but our 
Charity is decreaſed. In both which An- 
ſwers, the Effect is miſtaken for the Cauſe : 
For tho' there hath been a Failure in the 
Execution of thoſe Laws, yet the Cauſe of 
that Failure hath been occaſioned by De- 
fect of the Laws themſelves, as he proves 
by Inftances. 
As to the ſecond Ae to the aforeſaid 
Queſtion, wherein Want of Charity is aſ- 
figned for another Cauſe why the Poor are 
now ſo much neglected, he thinks it a ſlan- 


derous, ungrounded Accuſation of our Co- 


temporaries; and therefore muſt proceed 


| from Defect of the Laws. 


His next Queſtion is, wherein lies the 
Defe& of our preſent Laws, relating to the 
Poor? To this he Anſwers, there may be 
many, but takes Notice of one only, which 
he thinks is fundamental; i. e. the leaving 
it to the Care of every Pariſh to maintain 
their own Poor only. (The Poor, in moſt 
Places, 


9 


Places, are grown a great deal more nume- 


rous than they were 40 or 50 Vears ago: 


In one Pariſh, for Inſtance, within my 
own Obſervation, from about Six, to a- 
bove 30 Families. The Dearneſs of Pro- 
viſions, and the Poor indulging themſelves 
in what to them is Luxury; ſuch as Tea, 
Spirituous-Liquors, Cc. contribute more 
than any Thing to increaſe their Numbers: 


As doth alſo their too common Maxim, 
hang Care, drown Sorrow, the Pariſh ts 

bound to find us. So that it is much to be 
wiſhed, that ſome other and better Method 


could be deviſed for their Maintenance, 
than what is now provided by Law.) Up- 
on which follows the ſhifting off, ſending 

or whipping back the poor Wanderers to 


the Place of their Birth, or laſt Abode, 


which ſignifies nothing to the Good of the 
Kingdom in general, or to the Poor there- 
of; which he proves by ſeveral Inſtances. 
His third Queſtion is, if the Defe& be in 
our Laws, how ſhall we find a Remedy 
that will be rational and conſiſtent ? 13 
This, he confeſſes, is a hard and difficult 


Queſtion, and deſerves the moſt deliberate 


Conſideration of our wiſeſt Counſellors. 
This brings him to offer ſome general Pro- 
poſals, which he thinks, if improved by 

wiſer Men, may effect ſo great a Work. 
He Propoſes, 1. That the Cities of Lan- 
don and Weſtminſter, Borough of Southwark, 
D 3 8 and 


1 a G * 1 : 1 e _ * ; . 2 uh: + N 2 _ 
A be ray rp try e e ang W443; * — 4s 
** 1 * A 4 _ — — — 2 * * 


* PERL go AS) 
„ ©" 3 Sno NI. _—_ 


2 50 Oh oe SY it k 8 8.7 2 * > „ 
. N wi CIT ern mg Pe * 2 1 ve q 
3 . K * dt. ht —_— : F TS, > 2. 4 K an nn rn 
EE EE Dr oO Te Ce a ET cm: 4 — youre „ = 
4 \ „ 1 5 * oe , pa $ 
, fg 8 


ala... ft. 2) rc oo oor ar ama aa oc 
5 * 0 A. 4 * 
Wa 


© A + 
— 
* g * 
i 4 


n x 
* % a 
* — IE 


* 


* 4 


rr 


and all other Places within the Limits of 
Communication, deſcribed in the Weekly 


| * their Deputies, may have very large 


(33) 


Bills of Mortality, may by Act of Parlia- 


ment be aſſociated into one Province, or 
Line of Communication for Relief of te 
Poor. 


2. That there be one Aſtembly of Men, 


entruſted with the Care for, and Treaſurer of 
all the Poor within the faid Pale or Line of 


I Communication. 


3. That the ſaid Aſembly be incorporat- 


ed Act of Parliament, with perpetual 
1 Succeffion, by Name of Fathers of the Poor. 


4. That all Conſtables, Churchwardens, 


2 F or other Officers in all P ariſhes, 
within the ſaid Line, be ſubordinate and 
| accountable to the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, 


or their Deputies, for, or in all Things re- 


lating to a Poor. 


735 ” That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may 
have Liberty to aſſeſs and receive into their 


common Treaſury, for Relief of the Poor, 
ſo much Money 2 every Pariſh as they 


yearly paid to that Purpoſe, any of the 


three Years preceeding this Conſtitution, 
and to compel the Payment thereof, but 


of more. 


6. That the ſaid F athers of the Poor, 


and ſufficient nr | in all Things relating 


to the Poor, and particularly to have and 
Feecive the charitable Benevolence of all 


Perſons, 


+ $a 
Perſons, once every Lord's Day, in every 
_ Pariſh, and in any other Meetings of pious 
Chriſtians, and at any 
Times which they ſhall think fit. 


That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, 


7 
and ſuch as they ſhall authorize, may have 
Power to purchaſe Lands, ere& and endow 


Correction, and to exerciſe all other Powers 
relating to the Poor, that any Number of 


arter Seſſions, or otherwiſe. 


may have Power to ſend ſuch Poor 
the Seas as they ſhall think fit, into his 


their comfortable Maintenance during their 
Service, and for their Freedom afterwards. 
9. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor 
may have Power to erect Banks, and 
Lumbards, for the Benefit 


ceive one Half of all that is paid at the 
Doors of the Pla y-houſes, and have the 


2 Patent for Farthin gs, and to do whatever 


elſe his Majeſty and the Parliament ſhall 
think fit to recommend to them, or leave 
to their Diſcretion, 

10. That the Treaſure that ſhall be col- 


lected for this Purpoſe, ſhall be accounted 
ſagred, and that it be Felony to miſapply, 
| conceal, 


D 4 


other Time or 


 Work-houſes, Hoſpitals, and Houſes of 


Juſtices of the Peace may now do, in their 


That the faid Fathers af the Poor 


ond 
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Majeſty's Plantations, taking Security for 


the Poor, if 
they ſhall find it convenient, and alſo to re- 
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conceal, lend, or convert it to * other 


Uſe or Purpoſe whatſoever. 


11. That there be no Oaths, or other 
Teſts, impaſed upon the ſaid Fathers of 


the Poor, at their Admiſſion, to bar our 
Non-conformiſts, among whom there will 
be found ſome excellent Inſtruments for 


this good Work, and ſuch as will conſtant- 


ly attend it. 
12. That the ſaid F athers of the Poor 


may conſtantly wear ſome honourable Me- 
dal, beſides the green Staff, which is now 
uſed i in London to ſuch like Purpoſe, to de- 
note their Office and Authority at all Times, 


and jn all Places, and will be a ſufficient 
Warrant to command Obedience ſrom all 


Pariſh- Officers wherever they come. 


13. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor 


may have Liberty to admit into their Socie- 
ty, and all Power and Priviled ges equal 
with them, any Perſons willing to ſerve 


God, their King and Country, in this pi- 
ous and public Work, the Perſons PF 


to be ſo admitted, paying at their A 
ſion 1091. or more, into the Poor's Trea- 


ſury, as a Demonſtration of the Sincerity of 
* Intentions. bo 
14. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, 

beſides the Authority now exerciſed by the 


Juſtices of the Peace, may have ſome leſs 


limited Powers given them, in relation to 


the Puniſhment of their own, and Pariſh- 
Officers, 


(4¹9 
Officers, by pecuniary Mulcts for the Poor's 
Benefit in Caſe of Neglet. 


I5. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor 
may have Freedom to ſet the Poor on Work 


about whatſoever Manufacture they think 
fit, with a non obſtante to all Patents that 
have been or ſhall be granted to any private 


Perſon or Perſons, for the ſole Manufacture 


of any Commodi 


16. That all Vacancies, by Reaſon of 
Death of any of the ſaid Fathers of the 


Poor, be perpetually ſupplied by Election 


of the Survivors. 


© Theſe Fathers of the Poor he propoſes 
ſhould be choſen at a Common Hall of the 
Liverymen of London; ſeventy of them to 
be choſen for the City, ten out of South- 
aar, for that Borough, and twenty for 


Weſtminſter. 
The Advantages accruing to the King- 
dom in general, and to the Poor in 


cular from ſuch a Society of Men, will be 


ſuch as theſe. 1. The Poor, of what 
Quality ſoever, as ſoon as they are met 


with, will be immediately relieved or ſet 
on Work where they are found, without 
hurrying them from Place to Place, and 


torturing their Bodies to no Purpoſe. 2. 


Charitable minded Men will know certain- 
ly where to diſpoſe of their Charity, fo as 


it may be 2 to right Purpoſes. 3. 
Houſekeepers will be freed from the into- 


lerable 


ry Wo ta 


Ine: . Y N 
3 „ * 


„„ 


1 


223 


2 n * - 4 
a W 


2 — — Gt — — — ̃ ¶ĩꝓ——— 


4 oO 1 k 7 = 3 
* N F + >" * . : f a 4 Þ Y Bt 
N I » "RR. . wan} 231 pe * % $ "7 3 y 2 1 . 2 . r * > : 
. c 2 Le bend 


— 
LSE 


TEAS ETD CET 7 e 
1 TE iT 


+ ew. 2" 


S- + * * Gs 


RA OLE. 1 5 


teur Aagao< © 


4. 


uw). 


Jerable Incumbrance of Beggars at their 
Doors. 4. The Plantations will be regu- 
larly ſupplied with Servants, and thoſe that 
are ſent thither well provided for. 5. The 
ſaid Aſſembly will doubtleſs appoint ſome 
of their own Members to viſit and relieve 
_ ſuch as are Sick, as often as their ſhall be 
Occaſion, together with poor labouring Fa- 


milies both in City and Suburbs. 6. Poor 


Children will be inſtructed in Learning and 


Arts, and thereby rendered ſerviceable to 


their Country. | 


But what ſhall the Poor be employed 5 
about? It is anſwered, that the Girls ma 
be ſet to mend the Cloaths of the . 


ſpin, card, or in other little Manufacture 
and the Boys in picking Oakum, making 
Pins, raſping Wood, making Hangings, or 
any other Kind of Manufacture, 
Il it be objected that the Work may be 


done as well in diſtin Pariſhes, if all 


| Pariſhes were obliged to build Workhouſes, 
and py their Poor; as Dorcheſter, and 
' ſomeothers, have done with good Succeſs. 


To this he anſwers, that ſucch Attempts 


have been made in many Places, which 
have proved vain and ineffectual, except 


that of Dorcheſter, which yet ſignifies no- 
thing in Relation to the Kingdom in gene- 
ral, becauſe all other Places cannot do the 


like; nor doth the Town of Dorcheſter en- 
tertain any but their-own Poor only, and 


whip 


(#3) 
whip away all others ; whereas that which 
he deſigns, is to propoſe ſuch a Foundation 


as ſhall be large, wiſe, honeſt, and rich 


enough to maintain and employ all Poor 
that come within the Pale of their Com- 
munication, without enquiring where they 
were born, or laſt N Which no- 
thin 
P 


e can ſo well do, nor any Perſons in the 


Kingdom, but ſuch only as ſhall be — 


out by popular Election. 
This is Sir Fo/fiab's Scheme for the Relief 


and Employment of the Poor; whether 


: practicable or not, is uncertain, no Ex 


riment having been made of it, tho = 
liſhed many Years fince. The Defign is 
undoubtedly very extenſive, and ſeems: to 
promiſe great Utility both to the Nation 


and to the Poor, and with ſome Modifica- 
tions and Amendments, might, I think, 
be carrried into Execution; at leaſt, it 
ſeems as feaſible as that of the late Mr. 


 Fielding's, which I ſhall next give an Ac- 


count of, 7 
This famous Plan, projected by Mr. 
Fielding, and approved by many Gentle- 


men of great Abilities in the Houſe of 
Commons, was publiſhed in the Year 1753. 
I ſhall only give a Summary of its princi- 
pal Contents, without entering into'a mi- 
nute Detail of the Particulars, but refer the 
Reader to the Pamphlet itſelf. 


He 
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(44) 
He propoſes, that there ſhall be erected 
for he County of Mzddleſex, a large Build- 
ing, conſiſting of three ſeveral Courts; the 
two outermoſt of which to be called the 
County-houſe, and the innermoſt, the 
County-houſe of Correction; with a Cha- 
pel and Offices. 'The County-houſe to be 
large enough to contain 5000 Perſons and 
upwards, and the Houſe of Correction 600. 
That a Houſe for the Governor, and one 
for each of the principal Officers, ſhall be 
built, as likewiſe nine Houſes on each Side 
of the County-Houſe, for providing the 
Labourers and Priſoners with the Neceſ- 
ſaries of Life. TR 
The Commiſſioners for carryin g this 


Act into Execution, or three of them, 


ſhall meet once a Week for the firſt half 
Year, and afterwards once a Fortnight, and 
every Lady-Day make up their Accounts 
before a Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, till 1755, and then the Commiſſion 


do ceaſe. 


le then nominates the Officers who | 
were to have the Charge of the different 
Inhabitants of this great Building and the 
Numbers of them, if we include, as he 
does, the Superintendents of the Rooms, 
one to each, together-with the Nurſes, will 
amount to above an hundred. 
That the Governor ſhall have very large 
Powers, particularly with Regard to the 
buying 


(45 


buying Implements and Meterials, for em- 


ploying the People in all Kinds of Manu- 
factures, and once a Month to hold a Mar- 
ket for the Diſpoſal of ſuch Wares. 

That any Perſon, convicted of being a 


Rogue or Vagabond; may be ſent to the 


County-Houie, or County-Houſe of Cor- 


rection; alſo Perſons accuſed of ſmall 
Thefts, and Wanderers without a Paſs. 
That poor Perſons, having occaſion to 
travel into another County, may have a 
Paſs from the Magiſtrate, Miniſter, or 


Churchwarden of the Pariſh; and ſo for 


Journeymen, Servants, or Labourers, who 
may hire themſelves to Maſters in ano- 
ther County or Pariſh. But if ſuch Paſs or 
Certificate be counterfeited, or if the Per- 
{on do not return at the Expiration of his 
_ Paſs, he ſhall be ſent to the County-Houſe 


of Correction, be whipt, and remain there 


to hard Labour till the next Seffions. 
That every Perſon offering himſelf to be 
admitted into the ſaid Houſe, ſhall be exa- 
mined as to his Age, Ability, and Skill in 
any Work or Manufactures, and be entered 
in the Book for that Purpoſe, and receive 
the Sum of two Shillings, and fo weekly, till 
the firſt Sale of the Manufacture wrought 


by him, but not afterwards without a ſpe- 
cial Order; ſuch Advancements to be after- 
wards deducted by the Receiver, at the 


Rate of 4d in the Shilling, due from the 


Sale 


(4a) 
dale of the Manufacture. That Perſons 
committed to the Houſe of Correction ſhalk 
have one Shilling at Entrance, and the ſame 
weekly afterward. 

That a Perſon committed to the County 
Houſe of Correction, ſhall be immediately 
confined in the Faſting- Room, and there 
to live upon Bread and Water for twenty- 
four Hours, and then put to hard Labour; 
or, if refractory, may be confined to a 
Cell, on Bread and Water, till he behaves 
| better; $51 B40 
Rules and Orders are likewiſe given for 
Hours and Times of Worſhip ; for Work; 
for Reſt; and for Recreation; likewiſe about 
the Sick and Dead. Alſo for making up 
Accounts after a Sale. Teachers of Manu- 
factures might be hired, and Labourers be 

let out to Service. 

Conſpiracies to break the ſaid 2 
Houſe, or Houſe of Correction, to be made 
Felony, without Benefit of Clergy to all 
the Conſpirators. To beat, bruiſe or wound 
any Officer, ſo as to endanger Life or Limb, 
to be made Death without Benefit of Clergy. 

To aſſault the Governor, &c. or wound any 
| Officer in the Execution of his Office, Tranſ- 

tation for fourteen Years. 

Frauds of Officers in making falle En- 
tries, to be puniſhed with Tranſportation. 
Perſons introducing Spirituous Liquors, guil- 
25 of a Miſdemeaner, and puniſhable by 


Fine 


. (47) 
Fine or Impriſonment. Perſons wilfully de- 
ons ſpoiling, or injuring any of the 
Furniture, or any of the Implements, Tools, 
Materials, or Stock, befides Fine and Im- 
priſonment, may be corporally puniſhed. 
| Perſons eſcaping from the County-Houſe of 
Correction, to be confin'd in one of the 
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Cells for ten Days on Bread and Water. q 
Thoſe that eſcape from the County-Houſe, uy 
ſhall be committed to the Houſe of Corree- 1 
tion, and be whipt. 1 
£ Every Monday and Thurſday, the Glover 1 +: . | 
nor or his Deputy, to hold a Court, to hear 1 
and determine the following Offences, viz. 1 
Quarrels amongſt the Labourers, where no Ws: 
dangerous Hurt is done; profane Curſing 3 
and Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Abſence from 11 


Chapel without Cauſe, or irreverend Beha- f gh 
viour there; Abſence from Work, Idleneſs tt) 
or Negligence; ; obſtinate Diſobedience to 
any of the Rules of the Houſe ; all which 
are puniſhable by Rebuke, ſmall Fi ne, 
or ſhort Confinement, but the Puniſhment 
to be increaſed if the Offences are repeat- 
ed. The Governor, or Deputy, ſhall lke- 
wiſe enquire of all Perſons who have me- 
rited Reward, and minute them in a Book, 
of the Conduct of all their Officers; of all Of- 
fences; of the Prices of Proviſions brought 
into the ſaid Houſe, and regulate the ſame. 
| Seffions at Hick's-Hall to be adjourned to 
the F to enquire of all — 
ects, 


(8) 
les, Corruptions or Miſdemeanors in any 
of the Officers, and to puniſh them ac- 
cordingly; except the Governor, Deputies, 
and Chaplains; alſo into the general Con- 
duct of the ſaid Houſe; and on finding De- 
fault in the Governor, Deputies, or Chap- 
lains, ſhall report it at the next Seſſions at 
Hicks's-Hall, where if it be well proved, 
and of a heinous Nature, may report the 
fame to the Lord Chancellor; alſo into the 
Prices of Proviſions, and regulate the fame ; 
likewiſe into the Behaviour of the Priſoners 
in the Houſe of Correction, and reward or 
puniſh as they ſee fit; alſo of the Beha- 
viour of the Labourers confined in the Coun- 
ty-Houſe, and reward or puniſh according 
thereto. They ſhall likewiſe inſpect all the 
Accounts relating to the faid Houſe, and 
have Power to examine on Oath the Trea- 
ſurer, Receiver, Store-keeper, with their 
Clerks, and if they appear fair and juſt, 
ſhall ſign them ; but if otherwiſe, they may 
examine into them, and finally determine 
the ſame, and ſuſpend or diſmiſs the Guilty. 
They may likewiſe order Rewards to deſerv- 
ing Labourers, to be paid them in open 
Court, and in Preſence of all who are to 
receive any Puniſhment at that Time. 
The Governor, or Deputy, to be always 
preſent when any are whipt. All the Of- 
ficers and Miniſters to be choſen at Hicks's- 
Hall, by the Majority of the Juſtices pre- 


474 : ſent, 


A 


PIP 


149) 
ſent, by Ballot, who ſhall firſt take an Oath 


to give their Suffrage without Favour or Af- 


fection, Promiſe or Recommendation. All 


_ Fines and Forfeitures, not otherwiſe diſ- 
poſed of, will be paid to the Treaſurer for 
the Uſe of the ſaid Houſe. The Gover- 
nor may make By-Laws, with the Conſent 
of the Juſtices, and to be approved by the 
Lord Chancellor. 245 


This is Mr. Fielding's Plan; and the 


Reader will obſerve, that it comprehends 

only Vagrants, Vagabonds, and thoſe that 
are able to work. As to the impotent 
Poor, the Blind, Lame, or under any in- 
curable Impotency, as old Age, Infancy, 
Se. all ſuch he leaves to the Hoſpitals, Infir- 


maries, and various Charities, or to their 


own Pariſhes, to take Care of. 
We may further obſerve, that in the 


foregoing Schemes, the Authors aſſert there 
is a Defect in the Laws, particularly in 
that of the 43d of Elizabeth, which they 
they affirm has not ſufficiently provided for 
the Maintenance and Employment of the 
different Sorts of Poor. This, however, 
is not allowed by ſome others, who ſeem 
to have examined this Matter with great 


Exactneſs; particularly by the Author of 
a Pamphlet entitled, Confiderations on feve- 


ral Propoſals lately made for the better Main- 


tenance of the Poor; and publiſhed in 1751, 
two Years before the Publication of Mr. 
: E Fielding's 


(350) 

Fielding Plan, which he had promiſed i in 
ſome EIS Tracts, and which at that 
Time was the great Subject of Debate in 
Parliament, and among the greateſt Law- 
yers in the Kingdom. This Author difap- 
proves a of County Work-houſe, and in- 
fiſts that the Laws now in being, particu- 
larly that of the 43d of Elizabeth, if duly 
executed, are ſufficient for the Purpoſe : 
| Becauſe a great Multitude is certainly bet- 


ter governed, and more eaſi]y bb n for, 
by being divided into many ſubordinate 


Parts, than in great and unwieldy Num- 
bers. But why has not this Method ſyc- 
ceeded ? ae nothing can ſucceed, 
however true in Principle, if it be neglec⸗ 
ted, and not put in Practice. It was this 
induced Judge Hale, Sir Jgſiab Child, and 
dcthers, to think, that the Fault was in the 
Statues, more than in the Execution; 
whereas the Defect lies Juſt the contrary 
Way. 
- Obje&ions to the new Schans are, 


1 chat 2 right Management of ſuch Numbers 


got together, will be quite impracticable. 
The Morals of the better Sout of Poor will 
be corrupted by the Vagabond and the Idle. 
The Pariſhes cannot ſend ſuch of the Poor 
thither who fall under accidental Diſtreſſes. 
The Charge and Trouble of Conveying 
backwards and forwards, thoſe they do 
ſend, will be yery great. The Accounts 


between 


(#7 

between the Pariſhes and the great Corpo- 
ration of the County, will be liable to 
Frauds without Numbers, as well as unne- 
ceſſary Profufion ; betides the immenſe 
Expence of Paying a little Army of Of- 
ficers, for the Care of Poor ef a whole 
County, carried into one Place. 


But how was the public Peace heretofore 


maintained in the high Degree that makes 


our Hiſtories ſhine in the Repreſentation 


of it? Why, by dividing and ſub-dividing 


the People into ſmall Claſfes, each of which 
was anſwerable for its own Inhabitants, ac- 


cording to King Alfred's Laws. Now does 
not this Point * the Excellence of Queen 


Elizabeth's Law, which is a Step towards 
the old Method that wrought ſuch Mira- 


cles? And can we proceed more wiſely than 


in following that Track, till it leads us as 
near as poſlible to thoſe Heights of good 


- Government ? 
_ China and Japan are the R popular 


Countries in the known World, and in 
theſe Reſpects, are very like thoſe of out 
Saxon Anceſtors, and attended with the 


ſame good Conſequences. In China, every 
Town is divided into four Parts, and thoſe 
fub-divided into ſmaller Diſtricts, each con- 
taining ten Houſes, over which an Officer 
prefides, who gives bis Account to a Sort 
of Headborough, who is ſet over a Hundred, 
and makes his Returns to the Mandarines. 
E 3 It 
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If a Robbery is committed in the Ni ght, 
the Neighbourhood muſt contribute to 1. — 
Loſs; and in every Family, the Father is 
reſponſible for his Children and Servants. 
But whatis all this to the Poor? It is an- 
 ſwered, that the fame Methods muſt be 
_ uſed, for the right Employment and due 
Maintenance, as for the good Government, 
of them. Queen Elivabeth's Parochial 
Law approaches nearly towards King Al- 
Fred 's; and it is our own Fault if it does 
not go ſtill nearer, and that without Inno- 
vation or Expence. And the Legiſlature 
will, no Doubt, find out the proper Way, 
when once convinced that the F oundation 
is right. 
He then proceeds to make * Obſer- 


x vations on many other Faults found with 


our preſent 8 and ſhews that the 
chief of thoſe Faults may be better amend- 
ed under the prrſent 2 than by a Coun- 
ty Scheme. . 
HFaving explained himſelf very largely 
and judiciouſly on theſe Heads, the Author 
proceeds to offer a Scheme of his own, for 
redrefling the Evils n of, in Sub- 
ſtance as follows. 
The City of London, he obſerves, i is al- 
ready well governed with regard to the 
Poor, as well as in other Reſpects, and 
have a Power of Kaas. many Things 
themſelves. 755 
The 


2 


n 
The vaſt out Pariſhes of London, and as 


great Pariſhes in Weſtminſter, require the 
moſt immediate Relief. And for theſe the 


Methods chalked out by the antient Laws, 
ſeem the moſt natural and effectual. 
Thus, every one of theſe Pariſhes ought 


to be divided by the Juſtices in Seſſions into 


as many Hundreds, and theſe divided into 
as many ſmaller Diſtricts, as they from 


Time to Time ſhall fee proper. | 
| Over every one of theſe a Tithing-man 
(to be a ſworn Conſtable) ſhould be ap- 
pointed; who ſhould conſtantly viſit the 


Houſes under his Care, ſhould ſet down the 


Names of all the Inhabitants and Lodgers, 
with their Trades and Ways of Life, their 
Behaviour, and how their Children are 


provided for and ſet to work. 


This Return to be made weekly to the 

Headboroughs, or chief Conſtables, and 
they to carry them, with their own Return 
of the Behaviour of the Tithingmen or pet- 


ty Conſtables, every Month, to a ſpec ial 


Seſſions of the Juſtices to be held for that 
Purpoſe. 


There ought to be an Overſeer of the 


Poor for every Hundred, who ſhould at the 


ſame Seſſions bring in his monthly Account 


of Provifion for the Poor, and of the State 


of ſuch poor People. 
In theſe great Pariſhes there ſhould be 


one or more — for the Poor, 
with 
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( 5+ ) 
with Stock to employ them in uſeful La- 
bour, where the Juſtices and Overſeers may 
ſend ſuch as want Work, or are idle, and 


| likewiſe Children not properly takets Care of 


by their Parents. 

If the Houſes of Correction are too few, 
more may be added ; but all of them ſhould 
be made Workhouſes, and not merely Pri- 
fons ; and an Account of them by the Maſ- 


ters, be monthly given, at the ſame ſpe- 


cial Seſſions. Theſe Houſes to be viſited 


weekly by a chief Conſtable, and one of 
the Juſtices, at leaſt once a Month, and a 
Report made at the Seſſions. 
For this Purpoſe, an Order ſhould be 
made at the Eaſter Seſſions, in every Lear, 
; —_— the holding a ſpecial Seſſions in 


very Month, and where: And as the Juſ. 


4 tices at the General Quarter Seſſions have 


now only 45s. a Day for their Expence, 
the Juſtices of theſe Special Seſſions ſhould 
be allowed half a Guinea a Day, to be 


paid by the County Treaſurer; and they 


who do not attend, to pay half a Guinea to 
the ſame. About five Juſtices would do 


for a Special Seſſions, and three of them 


always to attend a Court. 

Reaſonable Salaries for Headboroughs, or 
chief Conſtables, for the Tithingmen, or 
petty Conſtables, ſhould be paid by the Pa- 


riſhes, at 5s. a Day, for one Day in the 
Month, when the Headborough attends the 


( 55) | 
_ Special Seſſione, and brings in his Returns; 


and 25s. 64. a Day for one Day in the 
Week, for the Tithingmen to go round, 
and make their Returns to the Headbo- 
roughs. And if the Poor, who are able to 
work, are all kept to it, as by this Means 
they certainly may, the Pariſhes will fave 
much more than theſe Salaries come to. 
The preſent Beadles may be made Headbo- 
roughs or Tithingmen, according to their 
Coy. : ESC AE ST 
Every Tithingman ſhould put this In- 
| ſcription over his Door, I. B. Tithingman, 
which will direct a ſtranger where to ap- 
_ ply for an Officer; on ſeeing a ſtrolling Va- 
gabond, a deſerted Child, or any ſuch Ob- 
jet, :ta take. care of hm. 
If the Overſeers, or Juſtices, are not 
ſufficiently authorized by the Law, to ſend 
idle Perſons, or the Children of the Idle to 
the Pariſh, or other Work-houſes, a Clauſe 
may be eafily obtained for that Purpoſe. 
If this Method be thought right for 
Weſtminſter, the ſame may be purſued for 
the Counties at large; vix. the Juſtices, at 
every Quarter Seſſions at Eaſter, may either 
continue the preſent Diviſion of the County, 
or make more, if they find it convenient. 
The Directions he gives to be obſerved in 
the Counties being much the ſame as thoſe 
above for London and Weſiminſter, it is 
needleſs to repeat them; eſpeciaily as what 
has 
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1 
has been already ſaid, is, I believe, ſuf- 
ficient to give a right Idea of the propoſed 


Scheme. To which I ſhall only add from 


him: Here will be no Innovation upon our 
Conſtitution, hut a nearer Approach to 
the Spirit and Meaning of it, and almoſt 
* all in the old Forms. The Expence will 


not be great in the Execution of this 
Plan; but, on the Contrary, the general 
© Savings to the Public will be immenſe, 
if by this Means the Poor can be well em- 
© ployed, and the Idle and Profligate re- 
r 3 rethink 


Thus I have given the Reader a curſory 


View of all the Schemes that have been pro- 


poſed for the better Regulation of the Poor, 
at leaſt of ſuch as deſerve Regard from the 


excellent Characters of thoſe bright Ge- 


nius's who formed them. They all agree 


that the Poor, as well the Able as the Im- 
potent, are an intolerable Burthen and Scan- 


dal to the Nation in general, and that hence 


| are derived an infinite Number of Evils and 


Inconveniences to civil Society, and the 


many cruel Hardſhips and Sufferings which 


they themſelves undergo. It is therefore 
bigh Time to provide a Remedy for fo great 
a Miſchief, which is daily growing upon us, 
notwithſtanding all the good Laws that 


have been made to prevent it. The Wound 


muſt be probed to the Bottom, if we mean 


to preſcribe an effectual Care; to ſkin it 


over 


on "IT WY 1 r 8 r 


(57) 
over with Lenitives will produce a worſe 
Conſequence, and only ſerve to promote a 
more violent Erruption. Let the Poor- 
Laws be thoroughly examined by Men of 
Knowledge and Sagacity; if they are not 
ſufficient for the Purpoſe, let a new and 
good one be enacted, that will reach all 
Cafes. If they ſhall be found to anſwer the 
End, let them be enforced with a vigorous 
Execution. But let us by all Means be 
careful how we break into our Conſtitution, 

by Innovations, which may be attended 
with dangerous Conſequences. 

The Parliament, about five or fix Years 
ago, took abundance of Pains, and the beſt 
| Heads among the Lawyers were employed, 
in finding out Methods for redreſſing theſe 
Grievances ; but it ſeems the Taſk was too 
_ arduous for their Strength. Indeed in the 
Year 1751, they came to ſome Reſolutions, 
which rather ſhew their Skill in diſcovering 
the Cauſe and Symptoms of the Diſtemper, 
than Ability in preſcribing a proper and a- 
dequate Remedy. Theſe Reſolutions are 
as follow, with which 1 ſhall conclude this 


1 Ey, 

z Die Jaui, 1751. 
© Reſolved, 
That the Proviſion for the Poor of 


England and Wales, is become a very 
F Nest 
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T1 
great, and is at preſent an increafing 
Charge on the real and * Eſtates of 
the Subjects. 
That one great Cauſe of this Expence, 
is, that the vaſt Sums, raiſed for their 


* Uſe, are in general expended on their 


mere Malitenance only, and very little or 
* ry 


no Cars taken to provide for their Em- 


* poy ment. 
© 'That another Source of this great Ex- 
« pence, is, the Removals of poor Perſons 


from one Part of this Kingdom to another, 
as to the Place of their legal Settlements, 


and the Numbers of Controverſies ariſing 


* thereon. 
That another great Source of Expence, 


- is, that there is in general little or no Care 


« taken to educate the Children of the Poor 
in Habits of Induſtry, ſo that when they 
grow up, they are not able to provide a 
Maintenance for themſelves, and ſo live 
in Idleneſs, partly thro' Neceſſity, and 
* conſequently propagate a new Race of 
* chargeable Poor. 

That many Pariſhes are too ſmall ſepa- 
c rately to raiſe a Stock, ſufficient where- 
with to employ the Poor to any Ad- 


Þ vantage. 


That it would, in all Probability, bea 


great Means of leſſening to a conſidera- 
| © ble Degree, the Charge of the Poor, and 


« of greatly decreaſing their Number in a 
.. very 


* 3 


(59) 
very few Vears, if ſome Method ſhould 
be ageced on to maintain and employ the 


Poor, by one common Fund in every 
County 


© That after ſuch Method ſhall be agreed 
upon, the Repeal of the ſeveral Laws 
concerning the Settlements and Removals 
of, and Certificates for, the Poor, would 


be a Saving of very great Sums now ex- 
pended on thoſe Occaſions.” 
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